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“FRESH FIELDS” MADE
IN FOUR WEEKS

* Theatre Club Triﬁmpﬁs

Over Difficulties
. Few among the large audience which

| filled the parish hall, Elleray-road, Ted-
| dington, on Wednesday night, could have |

realised the difficulties with which Ted-
dington Theatre Club had had to contend
before it was able to produce Ivor
Novello’s “Fresh Fields.” Originally the
club were to have played “The Rivals”
there last week, but illness among the
cast caused this to be . cancelled:
Then, only four weeks ago, the club
went inte rehearsal for “Fresh Fields.”
During rehearsals an important character
was taken ill and his absence necessitated

| not only an alteration in casting but an

alteration in the role. Then, finally,
“presh © Fields” itself is rather an
ambitious choice: for most amateurs. :
Everyone knows—and none realised it

; than the producer and her cast—
that Novello, like Coward, specialises in
studies about sophisticated folk. An air
of sophistication is therefore an essential
if the full flavour of this clash between
the noveau riche and the impecunious
aristocracy is to be appreciated by the
audience. “Fresh Fields” relies for ifs
effects on a striking contrast between the
voices of those of the feminine players who
are supposed to possess blue blood and
those who .do not. These requirements
provided difficulties which the-players did
not altogether overcome—until the third
act—but, nevertheless, the club gave a very

creditable performance and certainly got |
| every ounce of fun out of the “smart”
lines with which the play abounds.

St. Mark’s Teachers in Cast
' Miss Phyllis Hodgkinson, who started

several years ago with the old Teddington j
| Amateur Dramatic Circle (forerunners of

the club) in walking on parts as a servant,
made the most of her chances in the role
of Una Pidgeon, the good-hearted little
commoner from Australia with more

| millions than manners. Like many of the

others, she steadily warmed up fo her
work and she was best in the third act.
As her “ mother,” Miss Violet O. Gilson
was a thoroughly credible Mrs. Pidgeon.
If at first Miss Betty Hillier (as Lady

| Lilian Bedworthy) was mnot sufficiently
langorous, she remedied slight defects as
Miss Chlce Mans- £
field, a newcomer, acquitted herseli well |
as Lady Mary Crabbe. One of the bestp
elen Clay- |
100l) who

the play continued.

performances came from Miss ]
ton (a mistress at St. Mark’s schoel)
gave '‘a mature performance as I
Strawholme. ~ Mr. Frederick .

| was an ideal choice for the part of Tom |,
| Larcomb and thoroughly enjoyed smashing |
in the second act, an ornament which had |
been waiting for disaster ever since the |
curtain first went up. Mr. Bruce hillips |
(a former St. Mark’s master) was Tim |
Crabbe, and Miss Rosalind Howard was |

Miss Swaine, a secretary. It was wise to

alter the role of butler fo one of houseboy

for Mr, Maurice Goodson. Miss M. Eileen
Ellis (another St. Mark’s teacher) was pro-
er was stage

manager. v- 5%

During an interval, Mr. W. R. Hazel (also
a St. Mark’s teacher, and chairman of the
club) appealed te the audience to contri-
bute as much as they would pay for a

seat at a ‘cinema and the collection |

realised nearly £10. ;
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 Theatre Club in- Delightful ‘Ivor
Novello Comedy.

Ivor Novello’s “Fresh Fields” is one of

 those plays which might be described as |
actor-proof.  The audience which packed

{ the Parish Hail, Elleray-road, on Wednes-
{day evening certainly found no difficulty in
Jaughing uproariously at the Teddington
1Theatre Club’s performance of this delight-
L ful comedy. But there is no denying the f
fact that 1t would have been even more en-
joyable had it been taken at a quicker |
tempo. ~ The start was particularly slow,
probably due to nervousness on the part of
the players. i

There were also one or two cases of mis-"p
casting which rather spoiled the effect.
Betty Hillier, for example, was extra-
ordinarily youthful-looking for a woman who
had been presented at the court of Edward
VIL She was inclined also to take the part
too listlessly. Chloe Mansfield, as her
sister, was more in character, but it was
difficult to believe she was the mother of
Bruce Phillips. Neither did Maurice Good-
son, as the mauservant, look as it he drank.
Tt is not easy, we know, for a small club to |
find members to it every character, but it |
would have been better to have chosen a |
play within the capacity of the players. :

In portraying the social climbing Aus-
tralian family who plant themselves on the |
impoverished Belgravia house the club were |
on much firmer ground. Phyllis Hodgkin-
son was delightful as the gawky daughter. |
Violet 0. Gilson, the mother, and Frederick {
H. Morley, as the crude but manly uncle,
were also in character.  Rosalind Howard.
made an efficient-locking secretary, and
Helen Clayton had the parb of the dowager
i who brings the daughter out.

The club will be interested to learn that
| their team who presented “The Distant
Drum” at the recent Richmond Drama Fes- |
"tival, has been advanced into tenth place, |/
above the Twickenham Drama Club’s

¢ Atlantis.”
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