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TEDDENGTO,N Theatre
= Club finished the sea-
son with an excellent pro-
duction of the Pinero
comedy, “Dandy Dick,” at
York House. I wish I could
say it had been a box office

success, but the truth is that
audiences were very dis-.

appointing, especially on the

1‘Saturday night when the
! Mayor and Mayoress of
i Twickenham were present.
| Maybe Pinero is con-
' sidered old fashioned and
out of date. But there is
more genuine fun in his
‘works than in many modern
farces. Moreover, “Dandy
Dick,” with its racehorse
doping, is not so out of
date, although naturally it
must be played in period.

Harry Lock got the most

out of it with his lively
direction and the whole cast
showed a fine team spirit.

Edward Sinclair, whose
characterisations are in-
variably enjoyable, sur-
passed himself as the dean
who is commitied to finding
| £1,000 towards the restora-
‘tion of the cathedral spire
‘and is confined to the local
| lock-up when he is caught
‘with a dope mixture in the
| family stable. :
t  Margaret Taylor, a new-
comer, who played Sheba,
one of the dean’s daughters,
is worth watching. As one
of a pair of Victorian sisters
‘ who find themselves in debt
to the tune of £40 over cos-
tumes they have ordered
for a fancy dress ball she
showed a keen sense of
character. Her sister,
Salome, was equally well
| played by Susan Hannan.
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Teddington Theatre
(lub’s lively production
! of a Pinero farce

ERYL BARBER was out-

standing as the dean’s
horsey sister. From the
moment she swept on to the
stage she held the attention.
It is a long time since she
has had such a suitable

part. : :

Handel Evans, as Major
Tarver, the senior of the
girls’ two beaux from the
Army, gave his best per-
formance to date. He and
David Evans, as the younger
officer, were well con-
trasted. .

Another excellent char-
"acter was Cliff Broad’s
h-dropping butler, the real
villain of the piece. Anthony
Eva added to his gallery of
character studies as the
worthy village constable
who does not realise the
identity of his prisener, and
| Mary Sumpton was all that
" could be desired as the con-
stable’s wife and the dean’s
former cook who takes pity
on the prisoner.

Joe Pereira has never had
a more fitting part than that
of Sir Tristram Mardon,
Bart, the dean’s racing
friend, and young Robin
Hope-Johnston, again made
his mark as the groom,
small as the part was.

The lighting was peculiar.
If anyone brought in as
little as a candle the set
| would be bathed in brilliant
light. But Harry Lock’s set-
ting and Helen Alford’s
backecloth fitted their pur-
pose admirably.

The club have had to
abandon their one-act play
festival owing to casting
difficulties. It was to have
been held on May 21st at St.
‘Margaret’s Hall, Fulwell.
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