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THE time is a quarter to
seven, this is the B.B.C.
Light Programme and it is
any day of the week.

‘What happens next seems to

. date back before the. Creation

e

Percy Grainger’s signature
tune gives forth and leaning
over the farm gate. the announ-
cer introduces the latest episode
in “an everyday story of coun-
tryfolk.”

Sooner or later, someone was
bound to write a play about the
characters behind a radio
serial and Frank Marcus met
with high acclaim in the West
End with ¢ The Killing of Sister
George” in which Beryl Reid
took the main part.

Sister George is the district
nurse of Applehurst and the
most popular character in the
serial. On and off the radio
no one thinks of her as June
Buckridge, but the B.B.C. decides
to kill her because in real life
her behaviour has one evening
upset some nuns and because
the ratings of the programme
are falling.

This decision .is disastrous for

the lesbian relationship June
enjoys with Alice, her long
suffering flat-mafe whom she

keeps from men, and generally
bullies.

Last week Teddington Theatre
Club opened its final season
in St. Mary’s Hall, Twickenham,
with a production which failed
largely because Marian Evans as
Sister George was badly miscast.

She looked too young and
moved woodenly rather than
with the stiff gait of an ex-army

woman. Her range was too
limited, lacking that touch of
the tiger George shares with

Martha in “ Virginia Woolf.”
On the other’ hand, Mary
Davies was just right as Alice,
the sexy-looking doll who has
never matured into. a ripe
woman despite being over 30.
Once we had seen her in the
black underwear and pink
nightie outfit. we could only
concur that her talents were
wasted on Sister ‘George.
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~mand of Sister
‘whose facade of masculinity

Play

for amateurs

EDDINGTON Theatre Club’s production of

“The Killing of Sister George,” which enjoyed

tremendous sucecess in the West

End with Beryl

Reid in the title role, put Frank Marcus's over-

rated play in perspective.

It proved that this is a

play which needs a gifted

comedy actress like Beryl
Reid to carry it. Much as
she fried, Marian Evans was
simply unable to take com-
George,

is challenged when she
learns that she is likely to
be dropped or “killed off”
from the radio serial of
which she is the most popu-
lar character.

The combination of Mr.

" Marcus’s blunt dialogue and

Marian’s over-emphasis of
Sister George’s manly way .
of life (with constant refer-
ences. te “having a drink
with the boys” and “being

-a bad boy”) turned the char-

acter into a crudely-drawn
burlesque, causing. embar-

‘rassment rather than amuse-

ment. : :
Sister George is a char-
acter that requires comsider-
ably more subtlety than pro-
ducer Morry Van Ments and
Marian chose to give it.

EMOTIONAL WEB

Mary Davies, as Sister
George’s infantile flat-mate,

Childie, was admirably cast p

and gave an extremely com-
petent performance. Pranc-
ing around the stage half-
naked much of ‘the time,
Mary put across the brittle
sensitivity of an attractive
girl (or woman—she is sup-
posed to be 34, thoush she

looked about 18) who is
caught in the emotional web
of a domineering middle-
aged lesbian. :

The versatile Chloe Crabbe
was suitably prim as the
BBC’s messenger of doom,
whose behaviour would be
more fitting from a council
social worker than a broad-
casting executive. Theugh

‘her performance was ade-

quate, Chloe never seemed
quite at ease in the part, un-
like Kathleen Blayney as the
fortune-teller overawed by
the wreaths and tributes
that pour in affter Sister
George’s. “killing off.* =~ =

Allowances must be made
for the cast on the first night
when St. Mary’s hall, Twic-
kenham, was less than a
third full. This must have
been very disconcerting for
all concerned.

In his introduction to the
play, Mr. Van Ments posed a
series of questions relating
to the author’s intent, If he
expected the question to
be answered as a result of-
his production, he was mis-
taken. Many more questions
wjzre posed throughout the

Y. <y o
"Mr. Van Menis is to be
admired for tackling “Sister:
George” with its delicate

theme of perverse human
relationships. Unfortunately
it proved an unsuitable play
for amateur producti{m.NS

: Ma.rién Evans énd Chloe Crabbe in a scene from the play.
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THEATRE CLUB ENTERPRISE
ATTRACTS ONLY A

~ SMALL AUDIENCE
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LTHOUGH Teddington Theatre Club’s production
lJast week of ““The Killing of Sister George,” by
Frank Marcus, left a great deal to be desired, it was good
to see this unusual and adventurous play, based on-a
lesbian relationship, performed locally.

The success of the play depends
very largely upon a convincing
portrayal of June Buckridge, who
is the George of the play.

This is a terribly difficult part
for any actress, for men always
seem to find it easier to act homo-
sexuals than women, possibly be-
cause there is no stereotyped
image of the typical lesbian.

Marian Evans made a valiant
attempt as George in the T.T.C.

“production, but her performance

seemed forced. It would have been
far more realistic if she had placed
more reliance on  the subtle
innuendo and less on an obvious
outward show of masculinity.

. Walking with Jong, manly strides

and sitting with her knees apart,
Marjan Evans scemed most un-

comfortable in the part. She need
not have been, for much of this
overt display of masculinity was
unnecessary and it was s0 over-
done. :

Overdone

Tn the play June Buckridge is:

known as George because she
plays Sister George, a district
nurse, in a popular radio serial
called “Applehurst” which bears
a marked . resemblance to “The
Archers.”

When the B.B.C. decide to writz
June out of the serial, her rela-
tionship with her flatmate Childie
disintegrates and, significantly, the
old values of Applehurst disinfe-
grate as well.

At the very end of {he play

A scene from the play with,
left to right, Mary Davies as
Childie, Marian Evans as

Sister George, and Chloe

, Crabbe as Mrs. Mercy.

Childie finally leaves George, and |

this was highly effective—George
seemed so pathetic, left sitting on
her own in the corner of the stage.
It was a shame the rest of the
play did not come over so well.

ane performance

Mary Davies gave a fine pef-

formance as the infantile Childie.

George dominates Childie com-
pletely, forcing her to undergo
punishments like eating her cigar
butt. However, she goes too far
when she orders Childie to drink
her bath water. :

Childie eventually finds sym-
pathy and refuge in George’s boss
from B.H. (Broadcasting House),
and Chloe Crabbe was appro-
priately sickening as the gushing
Mrs. Merey Croft. >

Kathleen Blayney played the
eccentric Madame Xenia, whose
predictions always come true. She
made the best of the part and was
often very funny. :

The comedy <was generally
handled well. But the players
were understandably discouraged
by Wednesday’s sparse audience,
whieh unfortunately only num-

bered about 356. The producer was |

Morry Van Ments. :
R.AW.

b

oAl AR

L e =

UL GRS SR AL S



